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Elsevier clamps down on academics posting their own papers online

SHUTTERSTOCK

IT STARTED EARLIER this month, when Elsevier sent open access forum Academia.edu 2,800 takedown notices
for articles it owns the copyright to within a couple of weeks. Academia.edu is a research-sharing website which
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allows academics to post their papers online in order to "accelerate the world's research”. On 6 December, many
of the academics who had signed up to the service received an email from Academia.edu explaining that their
papers were going to be delisted.

Guy Leonard, a research fellow at the University of Exeter, posted a screengrab of the message, which said:
"Academia.edu is committed to enabling the transition to a world where there is open access to academic
literature. Elsevier takes a different view and is currently upping the ante in its opposition of academics sharing
their own papers online."

He also tweeted his dissatisfaction with the action:

Since then, Elsevier has also targeted academics at the University of Calgary who had posted their research
papers on publicly accessible university web pages. "In going after the University of Calgary, Elsevier have
declared their position as unrepentant enemies of science," said an outraged palaeontologist Mike Taylor, from
Bristol University on his blog.

Taylor also urged people to sign the Cost of Knowledge declaration, a protest by academics against the business
practices of Elsevier. So far, more than 14,000 researchers have pledged to refrain from publishing, refereeing or
editorial work in Elsevier's journals. The declaration argues that Elsevier charges "exorbitantly high prices" for
subscriptions to individual journals and forces libraries to buy large, expensive bundles.
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Elsevier's head of Global Corporate Relations Tom Reller said in a statement that the organisation issues
takedown notices "from time to time" when "the final version of the published journal article has been posted".
He said that researchers can already share the final published versions of their articles with colleagues and use it

for internal teaching and training or other versions of their article "following some simple guidelines". They can
also choose to publish in one of Elsevier's Open Access journals. "Why do we send take down notices? One key
reason is to ensure that the final published version of an article is readily discoverable and citable via the journal
itself in order to maximise the usage metrics and credit for our authors, and to protect the quality and integrity of
the scientific record. The formal publications on our platforms also give researchers better tools and links, for
example to data," Reller explains.

Academia.edu was targeted, he says, because it made final versions of the articles publicly available.

Reller adds that this is fine for articles published in open access journals because the publishing costs are
covered by the author or funder (generally paying between £1,000 and £3,000 for the privilege). "However, it is
a problem for subscription/non-Open Access articles, where most publishers' current business model is based on
paid access post-publication. Hence we can't allow published journal articles to be freely accessible on a large
scale -- especially not through other for-profit companies, who want to benefit from our and other publishers'
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efforts. What library will continue to subscribe if a growing proportion of articles is available for free
elsewhere?"

Reller also responded to those who were concerned that research sharing platform Mendeley (which Elsevier
bought in April 2013 and which competes with sites such as Academia.edu) was getting preferential treatment in
this copyright fiasco. He said that this is not the case -- Mendeley is asked to remove Elsevier journal articles as
well -- and that when Mendeley receives take-down notices from other publishers, it offers those publishers the
opportunity to write their own message to end-users. This, he says, gives them "an opportunity to communicate
with their authors, in a friendly and cooperative way".

*Updated 16:15 17/12/2013: This article wrongly stated that Elsevier sends Mendeley takedown notices. It does
ask Mendeley to remove articles from Elsevier journals, but doesn't send official legal notices. The final
paragraph has been amended to point out that this is not the case:

Mendeley receives takedown notices from other publishers.*

This article was originally published by WIRED UK
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READ MORE

60-Hour Dance Sessions, Simulated Sex, and Ketamine: Inside the World of Hardcore VR Ravers

VR Clubbing has exploded since Covid-19 lockdowns, with enthusiasts doing drugs and finding friends and love in an inclusive
environment. But some say the convenience is making it harder to control their vices.

MATTHA BUSBY
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Security Researchers Warn a Widely Used Open Source Tool Poses a 'Persistent’ Risk to the US

The open source software easyjson is used by the US government and American companies. But its ties to Russia’s VK, whose CEO has
been sanctioned, have researchers sounding the alarm.

MATT BURGESS

Scientists Have Just Discovered a New Type of Electricity-Conducting Bacteria

A new species of cable bacteria, which function like electrical wiring, was recently discovered in the US. Its unique morphology and
genetic structure may be useful for the development of bioelectronics.

RITSUKO KAWAI
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The Dream of the Metaverse Is Dying. Manufacturing Is Keeping It Alive

Forget Mark Zuckerberg’s vision of VR meetings; the industrial metaverse bridges digital and physical worlds in a way that’s actually
useful.

NICOLE KOBIE

Rejoice! Carmakers Are Embracing Physical Buttons Again

Amazingly, reaction times using screens while driving are worse than being drunk or high—no wonder 90 percent of drivers hate
using touchscreens in cars. Finally the auto industry is coming to its senses.

CARLTON REID
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Formula 1 Drivers Just Hit the Track in These Full-Sized Lego Cars

At the Miami Grand Prix's driver's parade, the sport's biggest stars rode in drivable Lego cars that took eight months to build. It was as

awesome as it sounds.

ADRIENNE SO

The Best Graphics Cards (GPUs) for Your Gaming PC

Looking for a new graphics card? There’s no shortage of options to choose from, but here are the best to buy now.

BRAD BOURQUE
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